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Yes, it was back in 1933 that QST announced the very
first Field Day. The objective of Field Day, then as 
now, was for each portable station to work as many 
other amateur stations as possible.  The original notice
(from page 15 of the June 1933 QST, is shown at left) 
mentioned that, if successful, the ARRL would make 
Field Day an annual affair.

The outcome, though modest, was enthusiastic.  There
was about fifty stations participating that first Field 
Day weekend.   QST that year reported that “portables
were operated from all conceivable locations, and on 
almost all amateur frequency bands.”  The 40 and 80 
meters bands were particularly popular, with 20 
meters coming in third.  Most stations ran between 2- 
and 50 watts.  Some hams used “suitcase rigs” 
capable of only one watt, while other clubs operated 
“portable by truck” with diesel generators.  Several 
clubs operated from mountain tops including Saddle 
Mountain and Pike’s Peak.

One Midwest club, the Ludington Amateur Radio 
Association, reported that year that “the fellows had a 
whale of a time setting up antenna, tent, etc., in high 
winds, not to mention swimming, hunting for Indian 
relics – and the mosquitoes!”  

The QST article summarizing the results of the first 
Field Day concluded that:  “the enthusiasm greeting 
our first Field Day augurs well for future similar 
occasions.”   Some discussion was given for replacing
the name “Field Day” with another name that had 
more of an emergency preparedness spin to it, but that
never happened.  And here we are, eighty years later, 
with Field Day arguably ham radio’s most popular 
event.  Hope to see you at our Field Day site this June 
21-23.  


